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Note From the Preacher Woman 
In the weeks since Mike and I have purchased our retirement nest, I made 
two discoveries: 1. I don’t always have to choose neutrals, and 2. HGTV. 
The latter is my sister’s fault, actually. She got me to watch with her when 
I would stay the night when we were tending to my mother the months 
before she died. And then, our house happened, and BOOM—totally 
addicted.  

This could sound like an exaggeration, but did I tell you that I bought a 
bright blue sofa? (I did! Really!) I immediately had buyer’s remorse, until I 
saw it in our new living room. I am in love. Sigh.

Anyway, one favorite show features Ben and Erin Napier from Laurel, 
Mississippi. They are re-vitalizing their community one house at a time by 
renovating neglected,  historical homes that “just need a little love.” Their 
project has made a huge shift in the energy and vitality of this small southern town. Erin and Ben choose 
two homes for prospective buyers to look at. They take a tour of both homes and then the family or 
individual decides which home suits them the best. The homes, however, are not exactly turnkey ready. The 
looks on folks’ faces as they get their first look at chipped paint, dated colors, and renovations gone wrong 
can be priceless. The part I love, though, is when Erin tells them, “don’t look at what this looks like now, 
imagine with me what it can be.”

That phrase just doesn’t get old for me. Don’t just look at what the scars. Don’t just look at the wounds and 
neglect and broken dreams—look with me at the possibilities. Wow!

That, my friends, will preach. It seems to me that God is constantly inviting us to see our world, our 
community, our relationships in this way. I can choose to see the brokenness, the fatigue, the conflict, the 
damage—or I can see the hand of God, leaning in, waiting for us to catch a vision of what is right there in 
front of us—if we will take the risk. 

It makes me think about Jesus and his first followers. I have no idea what Jesus saw in those guys. I do know 
they had stories before the day Jesus invited them to be part of his crew. They had been bumped around by 
life, their emotional and spiritual paint was likely more than a bit chipped, there was bound to be some 
crooked floors as well as crooked hearts (some of them definitely had foundation issues.) But, somehow, 
Jesus could see all of that, and still invite them to create something new and beautiful. Renovation started 
early in the process, and is still in process.

When I was young, I found a home in the church. It wasn’t a perfect home—I could see flaws and 
inconsistencies in my community, and I know for sure they saw the work that needed doing on me. But, for 
all its imperfections, the community of faith has continued to draw me in.  There are times when they have 
lifted me on the wings of eagles, and other times when I was pretty sure they dropped me on my head. I 
keep coming back because, for all our imperfections, God is still present. God says we have promise. And 
there enough times when I catch a glimpse of it, that I just have to stick around to see what happens next. 

There is work to do. There are people who are waiting. We call them by a lot of different names—the lost, 
the lonely, the hungry, the frightened, the sick, the prisoner, the misguided, the forgotten. The only way to 
do this work is to start small. One person. One conversation. One moment of grace. One act of courage. One 
moment of imagining how glorious it will all be when God is finished.

Sr. Macrina Wiederkehr wrote: “God, help me to believe the truth about myself, no matter how beautiful it 
is.” Maybe you need to hear those words today. Maybe there is someone needing to hear them from you. 
Happy renovating.   Blessings, Pastor Nancy
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Epiphany stars are still available in 
the church office. Make sure you 
stop in and pick up your star with 
a word for the year that you can 
pray on, meditate on or just focus 
on throughout each day. There are 
blank stars as well so you can 
write your own word in. If you 
would like to have a star mailed to 
you give us a call in the  office.
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God is crazy good!!!! We went from being in the hole by 
$4000 in November to being $4000 to the good at the end of 
December. An $8000 swing. Congratulations to all of you for 
believing in our future. We were able to pay 100% of our 
apportionments, all year end bills have a cash carry over. We 
have a very interesting year ahead of us. Help us to continue 
to keep up the ministries of our church with your continued 
support.      Blessings, Your Finance Team!

The Lenten Season is just around the corner. Lent will 
begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 and ends on 
Saturday, April 3, 2021. 

Our Ash Wednesday service this year will be a drive-up 
service at the front entrance of the church.  Wednesday, , 
February 17th at 5:00 pm, just drive up to the front 
entrance and receive your ashes and a blessing from 
Pastor Nancy.

We have also sent out a booklet for Lent this year "All 
Things New: 21 days of Prayer 
and Fasting. This booklet gives 
you a scripture reading and 
prayer direction for each day.  If 
you have not received this 
booklet in your email please let 
me know or you can stop in the 
church to pick one up.  I will 
also be happy to mail you one if 
you would like.

Please contact the office if you 
have any questions.

Church History: Pulpit Chairs
"Pulpit Chairs" dating back to 1907 are 
probably one of the oldest pieces of 
furniture in the church.  They were given 
to the church by Katheryn Lowther now 
Mrs Ed Mason, Mrs. Clara Tiffany and 
Bertha Hornery costing $50.00.  These 
girls were all school teachers and 
member of our church.  Originally the 
chairs were used in the church, largest 
for the preacher and other two for 
guests.  In 1961 the pulpit chairs were 
moved to our present church.  Over the 
years the chairs became unsafe and 
leather seats needed to be replaced.  
F r a n c i s " G u f f " T h o r p e fi n i s h e d 
refurbishing the chairs in April of 2014.  
The chairs are a witness of the 
faithfulness of past and present members 
of the church.  According to inflation 
calculators, $50 in 1907 had the same 
buying power as over $1200 today!  

Chairs can be seen 
in the Library of 
the church along 
with all the other 
artifacts of the 
church his tory.         
by Joyce Erb
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Madras Community Food Pantry Update
2020 really taxed our resources at the Food Pantry, not only financially but also our volunteer 
resources.

The way we operated changed abruptly from a shopping pantry to curbside service. We shifted 
from clients picking what they wanted off our shelves and taking them to their vehicles, to 
volunteers lifting 30-50 lbs. pre-made boxes into

vehicles. That alone eliminated about half our volunteer base, and paired with the fact that some of 
our volunteers were also concerned with COVID exposure risk, we found ourselves faced with a 
whole new set of challenges.

We changed our distribution schedule from 3 days/wk to one day the second and fourth Thursday. 
In spite of that we have increased our client base (the number of families we serve) by 45%.

Here are some statistics to compare:

Number of families served:                          2019         2,879

                                                                          2020         4,186 up 45%

Total number served (adults &children):   2019 10,524

                                                                          2020 15,464 up 47%

Volunteer Hours:                                            2019   4,146

  2020   5,219 up 26%

We now pick up about 10,000 lbs. of food every second and fourth Wednesday plus we have 
another 4-5,000 lbs. delivered, which we distribute for the Free Food Market. We package 
everything into pre-made boxes which contain shelf stable items, frozen meat and vegetables, dairy 
products, eggs, bread, and fresh fruit and produce. Each family receives 80-100 lbs. of food which 
our army of volunteers load into their vehicles. 

This model of operating will probably continue at least six months into the new year. We are always 
looking for new volunteers!!  Reported by, Food Pantry Director, Kathy May
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Sharon Marvel, 2/12

Chuck Skeans, 2/14

Rick Utter, 2/19

Rob Hastings, 2/21

Bill Vollmer, 2/22

Dave Stevenson, 2/27

Judy Hellwig, 2/27
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