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MADRAS MESSENGER 
Note From The Preacher Woman 

Beloved:

We have reached a milestone this week—it has been a full year since we 
were able to worship in the sanctuary together. (For those keeping score 
at home, this means that we have published 54 worship videos on 
YouTube.) Who knew? In the weeks prior to closing down in-person 
gatherings, we did the best we could to prepare for the unknown impact 
a global pandemic:  we stopped passing the peace during the service, we 
gave up hugging, we received instructions during the service about the 
proper way to wash our hands properly, and we asked our medical folks 
to keep us from falling down the rabbit hole of misinformation. And of 
course, we cleaned everything we could think of to clean, and then 
some.

I’m not going to re-visit every detail of those early days—you were all 
there, after all. But I think there is something of value to taking a 
moment or two to celebrate how far we have come in the past 12 months.

We were afraid the church could not survive if we couldn’t worship as we always had. 

We are still here.

We were afraid that people would stop giving if they couldn’t attend in person.

We have experienced faithfulness and generosity—even from people who are not a regular part of 
our pre-Covid congregation.

We were afraid that no one would want to watch church online.

That was true for some. But, we discovered that more people are participating online than we 
would have had in the building—at all times of the day and night, and from all across the country. W e 
have reached people we will never meet or know.

We were afraid that if the Food Pantry could not serve people in our building, that we would 
lose all our volunteers and people would not have access to food.

That one has been a challenge. Not everyone could continue to volunteer when we had to change 
over to a “drive-through” operation. But others stepped up. And we are serving many more 
families than we were serving a year ago. And our volunteer base, and financial base has 
expanded, as our community embraced the work of feeding our neighbors. (Continued on page 2)
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Note From The Preacher Woman (continued from page 1)

We were afraid that our children would not thrive, if they couldn’t be in the school building.

For many of our children this is, unfortunately, true. However, the teachers, parents, community 
members and our children have done amazing work. They have creatively built new systems of 
learning. This season has also drawn necessary attention to the inequities of our institutions of 
learning. Not all of our children have the same resources from which to draw. This has always been true, 
true, but Covid has made it even more evident that we have much work to do. AND, I can’t think o f 
one parent of school age children who have not given thanks for the work our teachers do for us 
each day—maybe that will encourage cultural change as well. 

We were afraid our medical facilities would be inundated with the critically ill. 

Our medical community has worked very hard to help us prevent that happening. Much of what 
our public health, local physicians, pharmacists and other health professionals have done this year i s 
visible by what we can see, but what we are not seeing. They have worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes to keep us safe, to keep us healthy, and to prevent the kind of catastrophes that could well 
have overtaken us.

It has been a most difficult year. But, as I look back, I can see the many blessings of this season as well. 
Fear does not always speak the truth (unless there is a bear in your path). Fear makes strangers of 
neighbors. Fear creates scarcity and selfishness. Fear keeps us isolated. Fear makes us forget who and 
whose we are. As 1 John 18 reminds us:

There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out fear;

for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.

We have come a long way, Beloved. And there is light, just ahead. God is good, all the time. All the time, 
God is good. Easter is coming. May our hearts be ready for resurrection.  Blessings and gratitude, Pastor Nancy

Madras UMC Has Found Their New Pastor 
While we are very sad to lose our current Pastor, Nancy Slabaugh Hart, we know that 
we must look to the future. That future will include a new pastor. Bishop Elaine JW 
Stanovsky intends to appoint the Rev. Gigi Siekkinen to serve as pastor of Madras 
United Methodist Church beginning July 1, 2021. Pastor Gigi is currently serving The 
Dalles UMC. As we face another transition, we are looking forward to having Pastor 
Gigi here with us to continue helping us to grow as a church and as a congregation. 
We wish Rev. Nancy Slabaugh Hart nothing but the best as she embarks on a new 
journey called, retirement. As she moves on to her new life in Salem she will be taking 
a piece of our heart with her. Blessings to both Nancy and Gigi as they both begin the 
next leg of their journey.
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Rev. Gigi Siekkinen
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To	Our	Church	Family,	
												The	Gemelas	Family	would	like	to	thank	all	of	
you	for	your	texts,	emails,	cards	and	messages	of	
sympathy	to	acknowledge	our	grieving	for	the	loss	of	
Michele's	dad.	Gary	(or	“Gumpy”,	as	the	kids	and	
their	friends	called	him)	was	one	of	the	kindest,	most	
generous,	honorable	men	we	have	had	the	privilege	of	
knowing,	and	we	miss	him	terribly.		It	was	so	amazing	
to	arrive	home	to	stacks	of	cards	from	so	many	of	you	
and	we	truly	felt	your	support	both	while	we	were	at	
his	bedside	in	Florida,	and	back	here	at	home.		He	was	
not	a	regular	church	attendee,	but	every	time	my	folks	
came	to	Madras	over	the	years	(usually	twice	a	year	
until	the	recent	past),	they	happily	joined	our	

congregation	and	felt	truly	welcomed.		Because	that's	
who	you	are,	and	we	are	blessed	to	have	you	all	in	our	

lives.	

Thank	you	again	for	the	love	and	kindness.		
It	is	helping.	

In	Christ,	Michele,	Jim,	Jordan	and	Sophia	

Happy Birthday
Judy Carroll, 3/4

Dona Langley, 3/9
Sam Coe, 3/10

Edna Tangeman, 3/12
Jim Gemelas, 3/16
Jan Vollmer. 3/19

Melanie Carroll, 3/23
Jordan Gemelas, 3/24

Mack Lochrie, 3/26
Sharon Dodge, 3/27

Emily Plant, 3/29
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News From the Food Pantry
February was a short month, but a very busy one for our pantry and its 
Board Members. Just so you know, our board consists of Paul Brown, 
Donna Hageman (treasurer), Rob and Pat Hastings, Nancy Jolstead, Patty 
Lieuallen (chair), and Sharon Marvel (secretary). 

The pantry has now incorporated with the State and is starting to operate 
as its own non-profit. We have opened our own bank account and began 
the process of separating our funds from those of the church. Exciting 
times!

As soon as we get our paperwork back from the IRS with our official non-
profit status we will begin the process of looking for grants to finance our 
own building. This in no way diminishes our commitment to the food ministry here at the church!

Last Thursday we had a minor catastrophe during our distribution. One of the tables collapsed under the 
weight of all the boxes that were on it. Luckily, no was standing near the table, but this is the second table 
to collapse, and so we have ordered 12 new heavy duty tables to avoid any new accidents. They will be 
arriving before our next distribution. In addition, our board voted to replace all of the church tables we 
have been using (and abusing) during our time in the fellowship hall.

We have many committed and hard working volunteers from our church, the Catholic Church, and the 
community and we want to thank all of them, without them none of this would be possible. We will keep 
you updated on all that transpires with our ministry!       by Kathy May, Director

Our Sunday Sermon videos are being seen near and far, even 
around the world (Thanks Janet)! If you know of someone 

somewhere watching our Sunday videos please let the church 
office know so we can add it to our tracking map, and please, 

keep on watching. Hope we are back together soon!! 
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Daylight Saving Time, also 
colloquially referred to as “daylight 

savings,” begins on the second 
Sunday in March. That means you 

need to move your clocks ahead one 
hour at 2 a.m. Sunday, March 14, 

2021, and we “lose” an hour of 
sleep as we “spring forward.”
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COVID-19 Vaccination Information 

On Saturday, March 6, 2021 from 9am to 4pm there will be a FREE 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic. This event will be held at the Madras 
High School Gym.  It is open to everyone age 65 years and older. 
This program is also open to previous eligibility groups as well 
including:

1a - Groups:          1B - Groups:
Healthcare Providers Childcare Providers
Long Term Care Employees Educators/School Employees
Behavioral Health Providers Seniors Age 65+
First Responders
Foster Care and Families
I/DD Clients and Families

If you have any questions or concerns please call 541-475-4456.
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Easter is almost upon us and we thought now 
would be a good time for another mask 

decorating contest. We have many cloth face 
masks, made by Jan Hendriksen, here in the 
office. Just stop by the office and pick one up 

then decorate it in Easter style using any 
materials you would like to make it a 

winning mask!  
Top three masks will receive a sweet prize! 

Winners will be announced on Good Friday, 
April 2, 2021. Please call the office if you have 

any questions. Thanks!
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