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THE MADRAS MESSENGER
Pastor's Note: Looking To The Future!
Greetings!
My heart is full of gratitude for your kind welcome
and for all the hard work prior to my arrival. I’m
amazed at all you were able to accomplish in the
parsonage in such a short time. The kitchen is great,
and everything looks fresh and welcoming. Thanks
to everyone who supported this project with your
time, talents, finances, and prayers. It is a lovely
place to call home. The food in the freezer was an
especially nice touch. Thank you. Be sure to check
out the photos on page two!
Of course, that same energy and hospitality
characterizes your life as a congregation. I’ve been
excited to see Madras Community Food Pantry in
action. In the short time I’ve been here, you have
hosted two vaccination clinics put on by Jefferson
County Public Health. I’m still learning about other
ministries like the ID Project. You really are showing the love of Christ to our community
in very tangible ways.
Looking ahead… I’d like to get to know you and hear your thoughts. To that end, I’m
hoping we can hold a series of small outdoor gatherings of 8-12 people. If you have an
outdoor space that would work, please let a member of our Staff Parish Relations team
know. We will also schedule a couple of Zoom options for persons who prefer to meet
online.
This is an important season for churches as we discern God’s call for our congregations.
Some cherished traditions have been shelved during COVID. New opportunities have
emerged. I look forward to hearing from you as we look to the future of Madras UMC.
In closing, I invite you to recall these words from Sunday’s scripture from Ephesians 3:20,
“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power
at work within us.”
In peace, Pastor Gigi
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The Parsonage: Final Product!
After A
LOT of
hard
work by a
lot of
folks,

This was
transformed
into...

THIS!!!
Thanks so
much to all who
had a hand in
making this
happen!
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A Few More Parsonage
Renovation Shots
Garage Game Room
Curtains by Jill Plant
Painting by Amanda Plant

Bathroom

Bedroom
The Back Room
or the room of
many names
depending on
who you ask.

Patty Lieuallen, 8/1
Betty Ann Heydon, 8/3
Deane Jolstead, 8/5
Owen Smith, 8/10
Larry Schmitz, 8/13
Leonard Aho, 8/14
Connie Howland, 8/14
Justin Plant, 8/18
Fritz Marvel, 8/28
Lynn Carroll, 8/30
Don't forget to check out our
Madras United Methodist Church
website, recently updated!

www.madrasumc.org
Check it out and let us know
what you think. We are always
open to new ideas for the site
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Rev. Jill Plant Takes On Music Director Role for MUMC
I am so happy to be serving Madras United
Methodist Church in the role of Music
Coordinator. As a Deacon in the church, my
primary appointment is teaching music and
choir at Warm Springs K-8 Academy on the
Warm Springs Reservation.
This ministry
creates a safe space for students to find and
use their voice through music and provides
ways for students to express themselves, both
alone and within ensembles or in community.
My secondary appointment is to Madras
United Methodist Church, and I believe
serving as Music Coordinator is one of the
best uses of my spiritual gifts in the church!
Music is one of the main ways I connect
spiritually, so I am honored to provide
leadership to bring music into worship and
our community. I am working closely with our church Covid-19 Committee to make sure
we are safe in our music making, particularly when we return to inside worship. If you
sing or play an instrument and are willing to share your music, I would love to connect
with you! ~ Deacon Jill Plant

Connectional News
One of the joys of being a united
Methodist is that we take our
connection seriously! An important
part of our connection is our
Annual Conference, This year AC
was held online, and the theme
from 1 Corinthians 13 was "Love
Never Ends." One of the threads
woven throughout the entire conference was the need
for ongoing work on anti-racism. Many of our pastors
and leaders of color still encounter racism in our
congregations. Obviously, we have work to do. If you
haven't joined our local anti-racism small group, this
is a great time to connect with them as they consider
next steps in this critical work. ~ Pastor Gigi
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Finance Update!
The Finance Committee
extends a big thanks to
all of you who have
helped keep the doors
open (as much as COVID
will allow), salaries paid,
and apportionments
paid, and the lights on.
Remember that you can always drop off your
donations or mail a check. Now might be a
good time to arrange automatic payments
through your bank.
You can always check with our Financial
Secretary, Patty Lieuallen, if you have
questions about your giving.
Thanks again; it is nice to be able to balance
our books. ~ Nancy Jolstead

Chatting with the Pastor
SPRC is hosting a series of outdoor
gatherings with guided conversation so
Pastor Gigi can get to know more people in
the church and they can get to know her.

Dates:

Tues. Aug. 10, 17, 24
Sun. Aug. 29

Time: 7 pm

Format:
8-12 people for a group conversation.
Iced tea and water, no snacks.
If a few people bring chairs to go with the 6
we already have, that should be ample.

Call the Church Office to register!
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The Men Will
Be Gathering
for Coﬀee!
The Madras UMC Men will be
having their monthly coﬀee
gathering on Thursday, August 12th
at 10am. They will be meeting at the
Hartshorn's home, 1748 Dussault Rd.
Remember to bring your own coﬀee
and a chair, the guys will be on the
back deck.

Hope to see you there!

Worship in August

Prayer is certainly a foundational practice
for followers of Christ, that will be the
theme for our August worship. Pastor Gigi
will be sharing a few classic prayers. If you
have a favorite prayer, please send her an
email. She'd love to include it in our series.
And of course, prayer is more than
speaking. Do you have special prayer
practices that you would be willing to
share with others?
We are still offering online worship as well.
Here is the link for our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5NmnkJVJUfE2YLAnyKzHLw
This is currently a 20-25 minute service
featuring prayer, scriptures, the message
for the week, and a couple of reflection
questions. We are trying to transition to a
format where we record part of the live
worship service and share it online.
However, there are several technical
challenges to address. Thanks for your
patience. Feedback is most welcome!
Worship Dates to Note
8/1: Celebration of Holy Communion
8/29: Celebrate with our high school graduates
and college students as they prepare
for next steps.
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