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"Chats With the Pastor"

The Madras Messenger

Greetings! 

I was one of those kids who loved the 
beginning of the school year. New notebooks 
and sharpened pencils seemed to invite new 
possibilities. Even now, September feels like a 
fresh start as the crisp morning air awakens us 
to the opportunities of each new day. 

New beginnings, whether a new school year, a 
change of season, or the arrival of a new 
pastor, are accompanied by a need for 
discernment. Which opportunities will we 
pursue? Where should we invest our time and 
energy? Most importantly, where is the Spirit 
leading us? 

Chats with the Pastor are part of this work of discernment. I need to hear from you, learn your stories, 
and understand what you find especially meaningful in living as disciples of Christ. A special thanks 
to everyone who participated during the month of August. 

Four recurring themes have emerged from our conversations so far: 

Relationships are key! Many of you feel like church is family. You take care of each other through 
good times and bad. 

You find meaning through service. You live your faith by serving your community. This is an 
important part of your congregational identity. 

You value inclusion. As Christ followers, you celebrate the sacred worth of all persons. 

Music lifts your spirits. Musicians and non-musicians alike spoke to the importance of music in 
connecting to God. 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to attend a Chat with the Pastor, please contact the office and let us 
know if you prefer to attend an outdoor, in-person meeting or a Zoom gathering. My goal is to meet 
with every member of the congregation. It is a privilege to hear your stories. 

May the grace and peace of Christ be with you, 

Pastor Gigi
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The Men's Coffee Gathering 
for September will be on  
Thursday, Sept. 9th at 10am 

The men will be gathering,  
at the Hartshorn's home 
    1748 Dussault Rd.  
Please, remember to bring your own coffee 
and a chair. The guys will be on the back 
deck. Looking forward to seeing you there!!

News from our "Racial Justice Focus Group" 

In the last year and a half, our society and churches have become more aware 
of racial injustice in our communities and country.  In response to this, a small 
group in our congregation formed to learn more about systemic racism and 
how these systems perpetuate injustice.  The group met about once a month for 
the last year and read many books and articles, watched videos, and listened to 
podcasts to become more educated about the issues we face.  In response to 
this education, the group has decided to take action to extend grace, 
forgiveness, and reparations.  We will be including book reviews in upcoming 
newsletters if you are interested in beginning this journey of self-awareness.  We will also be looking 
for ways to support people in our own community doing the work of anti-racism and we plan to 
share opportunities for us to become more involved as individuals and/or as a congregation.  We 
look forward to seeing where God will take us in this journey of loving our neighbors!    
 ~ Deacon Jill Plant

Happy Birthday to:        Happy Anniversary to: 
Jan Kozak, 9/4                   Al & Jan Kozak, 9/8 
Don Hopps, 9/7       Ron & Susan Matheny, 9/16 
Kathy May, 9/7                   Mike & Barb McGowan, 9/16 
Joyce Erb, 9/8                   Fred & Susan Kane, 9/24 
Claudia Callan, 9/8 
Jill Plant, 9/9 
Mina Hartshorn, 9/10 
Gary Harris, 9/13 
Beth Ann Beamer, 9/13 
Vickie Johnson, 9/19 
Ruth Ann Hopps, 9/20 
Kay Wiles, 9/24 
Sophie Gemelas, 9/27

Our Tuesday Bible 
Study that was 

supposed to begin 
on Tuesday, 

September 14th, 
has been 

postponed. We 
will let you know 
as soon as a new 
start date is set. 

We are hopeful for short delay. We will 
keep you up dated!! If you have any 

questions please contact Kathy Hamlet.
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Worship Highlights 

This past month, we took a closer look at several 
well-known prayers: the Peace Prayer, the 

Serenity Prayer, “Bud’s Prayer,” and the Lord’s 
Prayer. If you missed any of the series, it is still 

available on our YouTube channel. 

We also had the joy of celebrating the 
dedication of the Arland Tangeman Memorial 
Garden and Labyrinth (see page 4). You are 
invited to make the garden and labyrinth a 

regular part of your prayer practice. 

On August 29, we celebrated with our young 
adults as they shared their plans for the future. 
We encourage you to contact the office if you 

would like to send cards and notes of 
encouragement to these young adults during the 

coming year. 

On the Horizon… 

Sept. 5, Blessing of the Animals. 

Sept. 12, Back to School Blessing for students, 
teachers, and school staff. 

Sept. 12-Oct 10, We’ll dive into the book of 
James with the “Doers of the Word” Series. As a 
congregation that loves to serve our neighbors, 
you will have a special affinity for the message 
of James with its emphasis on faith in action.

Don't forget to check out our Madras United 
Methodist Church website, recently updated! 

www.madrasumc.org 
Check it out and let us know what you think.  
We are always open to new ideas for the site

What Is a Provisional Member? 

One of the questions that surfaced at a recent Chat with 
the Pastor was related to my role as a provisional 
member of the annual conference. Since others may 
have the same question, here’s a short explanation in a 
Q&A format. 

Q. Have you completed seminary? 

A. Yes, I graduated from Claremont School of Theology 
in May 2020 with a Master of Divinity degree. 
Claremont is located in southern California and is one 
of 13 United Methodist seminaries in the United States. 

Q. Can you officiate at weddings, funerals, baptisms, 
and the Lord’s Supper? 

A. Yes! Provisional Members on the elder tract are 
licensed for pastoral ministry by the clergy session of 
Annual Conference at the recommendation of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry. 

Q. How long does it take to become ordained? 

A. Ordination in the United Methodist system is a 
lengthy process. I initially served as a Licensed Local 
(Student) Pastor. Then I spent a year as a certified 
candidate for ministry. I was approved as a Provisional 
Member in 2020. Provisional status continues for a 
minimum of three years in our annual conference, so 
the earliest I will be eligible for ordination is June of 
2023. 

Q. Are there special requirements for Provisional 
Members? 

A. Yes, I check in annually with the Board of Ordained 
Ministry. Provisional Members also participate in a two-
year program called Residence in Ministry. Finally, 
Provisional Members are required to complete a project 
demonstrating fruitfulness in ministry so I am excited to 
do that with Madras UMC. 

Q. Any other details you want to share? 

A. Provisional members may wear clergy collars, albs, 
or robes. A stole is a sign of ordination in the UMC so I 
do not wear a stole. 

If you have any other  
questions or concerns,  
please, make an  
appointment to talk  
with Pastor Gigi. 

by Pastor Gigi

http://www.madrasumc.org
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Dedication of the Arland Tangeman 
Memorial Garden & Labyrinth 

August 22 was a glorious day for the dedication of the Arland Tangeman Memorial 
Garden and Labyrinth. Friends and family gathered at the labyrinth after worship to 
remember Arland and to consecrate the labyrinth for service to the church and the 

community. Arland’s son, Jim, built a handcrafted Adirondack chair as an addition to 
the garden. Allen and Kim Tangeman and four-legged friend Ryker joined us for the 

dedication. 

The labyrinth is a wonderful tool for meditation and prayer. Instructions for walking 
the labyrinth are located in a small box at the entrance to the garden. With the 

addition of the chair, the garden is also a place for quiet relaxation and reflection. You 
are invited to walk the labyrinth or to rest a few moments and remember Arland who, 

in Edna Tangeman’s words, was a man who “knew how to love people.” What a 
wonderful tribute to a man who was a beloved member of the congregation. 
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 PRAYERS  FOR 

Please Pray Regularly for: 
· Our healthcare workers and 
hospitals stretched to their 
limits 

• Schools, students, teachers, 
and staff as classes resume 

• Madras Community Food 
Pantry – for volunteers, 
clients, and the work of the 
board 

• The mission and ministry of 
Madras UMC 

• Our global neighbors 
experiencing man-made 
violence or environmental 
disaster

Connectional News 
It’s not too early to begin thinking about our fall Charge 
Conference. This is the time when we approve nominations and our 
budget for the coming year. District Superintendent Rev. Wendy 
Woodworth is also asking congregations to do some goal setting 
this year. Please hold this process in prayer. If you lead a ministry 
area, now is the time to work on your budget for 2022.

PROJECT CHURCH 

Many hands make light work. Join Pastor 
Gigi on the second Saturday of each month 
to complete small projects at church. While 
the weather is good, we’ll focus outdoors. 
September projects include trash pick-up, 

weeding, and adding some fall color to the 
planters at the front door. 

We’ll gather at 9 am. I’ll have the coffee 
ready so bring a travel mug. Let’s see what 

we can accomplish in an hour! 

Any ideas for future church projects?  
Talk with Pastor Gigi!
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