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The Madras Messenger
A Message From Our Finance Team, I Give Because...
I feel blessed for all the gifts I have from God and by giving
back is my acknowledgement of those gifts. The church is not
only a place of worship, but it is my extended family. I know
that I am nourished by prayers and encouragement and love
by this family that I love also.
Even though we haven't been able to hold worship in the
sanctuary until recently, there are many behind the scenes
happenings. Committee meetings, money counters, food
pantry, office staff and cleaning to name some. In the last
couple of years the accomplishment of the beautiful new stove
and new flooring in the kitchen, the labyrinth and dedication
of it, the updating of the parsonage with a whole new kitchen,
work has been done on the furnaces. We still have music and
there are always flowers at the services we have had.
So, as you can see, things are still "happening" at Madras UMC. A big thank you goes out to all of
you for your continued support of the ongoing work and activities of our/your church.
Please, fill out and return your pledge cards that will be coming your way soon. The finance
committee uses and bases the budget for the coming year, 2022. Thank you again!
Connie Howland, Finance Committee
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New Worship Opportunities
You are invited back to worship! For the month of November, we will
experiment with three services:
9 a.m. in the sanctuary
10 a.m. on Zoom
11 a.m. in the sanctuary
We kindly request that you call the office with your preference if you
are attending an in-person service.
We will continue to offer a brief, pre-recorded service on YouTube for
those who cannot worship on Sunday morning.

Zoom Worship: What to Expect

Traveling? Feeling under the weather? Enjoy
singing? Just want to see a friendly smile?
Zoom worship is a great option, especially in
the winter months. Still, it can feel strange to
enter a Zoom gathering for the first time so
here’s a little preview of what to expect.
We have security protocols in place so you
will find yourself in a “waiting room” when
you log in. After a brief wait, you will be
admitted to the gathering and will be able to
see others on the screen. Sharing your video
image is optional, though we love to see
faces.
We use the same liturgy as the in-person
services. It is a more informal service and
times of conversation are encouraged. And
we get to sing! Never fear; we mute
ourselves to avoid chaos (and so you don’t
have to hear me hit the wrong notes!)
The next time you find yourself unable to
join us in person, please give Zoom worship
a try.
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MEN'S
COFFEE
GROUP
Cancelled Until
Further Notice
Prayers for
November
Please pray
regularly for:
• People and programs who work with

unhoused persons, including our local
warming shelter as it organizes for the winter
months.
• Persons who are grieving.
• The efforts of MCFP and our community to
share Thanksgiving boxes.
• The mission and ministry of Madras UMC.
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Connectional News
Annual Charge
Conference

Worship Highlights
“Listening at the Margins” Series – through
Nov. 14
Celebration of All Saints & Holy Communion,
Nov. 7. You are invited to bring a framed
picture of a loved one who has gone before you
in the faith. As part of our worship series, we’ll
consider how grief can leave people on the
margins.
Nov. 14 is the story of Ruth and Naomi as we
consider how immigrants experience
marginalization.
Commitment Sunday/Reign of God Sunday –
Nov. 21. We conclude the church liturgical
year with the celebration of the Reign of God
Sunday. It’s a wonderful time to celebrate our
commitment to participating in the Kingdom of
God here and now.
Advent begins on Nov. 28.

Don't forget to check out our Madras United
Methodist Church website, recently updated!

www.madrasumc.org
Check it out and let us
know what you think.
We are always open to
new ideas for the site
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Thanks to everyone who
prepared reports for our
Annual Charge
Conference and those
who joined us on Nov. 1
as we met with District
Superintendent Rev.
Wendy Woodworth. Meeting minutes are
available thanks to Kathy Hamlet, and we
still have report packets in the office. Rev.
Wendy encouraged us to continue to follow
good COVID protocols as they seem to be
effective at preventing outbreaks in our
churches. She also reminded us of the work
our denomination is doing in addressing
racism. This year’s focus is to examine how
our decision-making processes can be more
inclusive. Finally, she encouraged us to
“reboot” church by gaining clarity about
our call to mission in this time.

Cascadia District Extension Society
Pastor Gigi attended the Oct. 27 meeting of
the Cascadia District Extension Society. The
Madras Community Food Pantry was one
of the featured ministries. Madras UMC
received a $12,000 grant in 2020 for work in
our kitchen. A $13,000 grant in 2021
covered the salary of the MCFP director. To
put this in context, there are very few
congregations that have received this
amount of grant money from the Extension
Society. Sometimes we only focus on the
constraints of being part of a connectional
system, but the Extension Society is a great
reminder of the benefits of our connection.
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Second Saturday:
Project Church
Sometimes the fruit of our efforts at
church is not evident for many
years. For example, I’m not sure my
childhood Sunday school teacher
went home each week with much
indication that her preparation and
teaching were making an impact. It
was truly an act of faith on her part.
I love Second Saturday Project
Church because in the space of an
hour or two, we can see tangible
progress. Sometimes it is just the
boost we need.

NOVEMBER
Mark Matthews, 11/12
Pat Watson, 11/12
Gigi Siekkinen, 11/18
Grayson Symons, 11/23
Olivia Symons, 11/23
Amanda Plant, 11/28
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Thanks to everyone who helped at
the last Second Saturday or with the
follow-up work. Our records storage
room is clean and well-organized.
“Pat & Kim's Room,” the former
choir robe room, is sorted and
supplies are easily accessible.
This month on Nov. 13 at 9 am, we
will tackle the Community Meal
storage area, any remaining leaf
raking, and miscellaneous tasks as
suggested by the facilities team.
Hope you can join us!
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All Saint's Day
Curious about the celebration of All Saints Day?
Ever wondered what it means to be a saint of the
church as understood by United Methodists?
You’ll find these answers and more in the article,
“All Saints Day: A holy day that John Wesley

https://www.umc.org/en/
content/all-saints-day-a-holy-dayjohn-wesley-loved on the United
loved”

Methodist website.

Wednesday, November 17, 2021
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm

November 2021, Madras Messenger

5

Madras United Methodist Church

November 2021, Madras Messenger

November, 2021

6

