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Christmas Eve Services
Friday, Dec. 24 ~ 4 pm and 7 pm
Come, celebrate the good news of the birth of the Christ child! Bring your
friends and family to worship with us on Christmas Eve. Please call
541-475-2150, email admin@madrasumc.org, or add a note to your weekly
worship attendance card and let us know which service and how many people
will be attending. We will add a 9pm service if needed. Thanks for helping us
plan ahead so we can accommodate everyone who wishes to worship.

There's A Song in the Air!
There's a song in the air! There's a star in the sky! There's a mother's deep prayer and a
baby's low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, For the manger of
Bethlehem cradles a King!
Josiah G. Holland, 1874
Greetings, Dear Ones!
When I visit with someone in the hospital or a care facility, I’ll often ask them if
they have a favorite scripture they’d like me to read. Aside from an occasional
request for the 23rd Psalm, it is rare to receive an enthusiastic answer. But if I ask
for a favorite hymn, nearly everyone can think of a song they love. Music speaks
to us in a special way and lodges in our memory. You can probably pull up melodies from songs that you
haven’t sung in decades. Our Advent Series, There’s a Song in the Air, celebrates the songs that appear in
our scripture readings for the season. The title is borrowed from the familiar Christmas hymn by Josiah
Holland. He studied to be a physician, but found his true calling as an editor and writer. The lyrics to the
aforementioned song were published in a collection of his poetry. (Continued on Page 2)
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There's A Song in the Air! (Continued)
In The United Methodist Hymnal, the song is set to a tune named “Christmas Song” by Karl P.
Harrington. His name may not be familiar to you, but he is remembered in United Methodist circles
as one of the editors of the 1905 Methodist Hymnal. There is a story on Wikipedia that Harrington
read poetry to relax while working on the hymnal. When he came across Holland’s poem, he sat
down at the organ and composed a tune to go with it.
In my search to confirm or debunk the story (which I was unable to do), I came across a digital copy
of the 1905 Methodist Hymnal. As I was looking for Harrington’s name (he is listed as one of two
musical editors), I discovered that the hymnal committee was comprised of members from both the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The denomination split
over the issue of slavery in 1844 and did not reunite until 1939. I was shocked to learn that even
during this time of deep division, the two denominations worked together on a shared hymnal. There
is something incredibly hopeful about deeply divided people singing the same songs.
Division is something we feel deeply today: in our denomination, in our politics, in our communities,
and often even in families. And yet, in the coming weeks many divided people will sing the same
songs of hope.
I hope you will join us in worship this Advent and Christmas season as we celebrate both the songs of
scripture and familiar Christmas carols. May it be a time of healing and hope as we welcome the
miracle of Emmanuel, God with us.

In Peace, Pastor Gigi
P.S. “There’s a Song in the Air” appears in the 1905 hymnal set to three different tunes! Harrington’s
tune, Christmas Song, eventually won out in popularity and appears in our current hymnal, #249.
Resources: Michael Hawn, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-ofhymns-theres-a-song-in-the-air David Guion, https://music.allpurposeguru.com/

2017/12/beloved-christmas-carols-theres-song-air/

Christmas Baskets
Please pray regularly for:
• Families negotiating travel and COVID concerns
during the Christmas holiday.
• Our college students as they study for final exams.
• Community efforts to share our abundance with
neighbors through programs like the Christmas
baskets and Operation Rudolph.
• The mission and ministry of Madras UMC.
December 2021, Madras Messenger

We are providing Christmas gift
cards to families so they can do
their own shopping this year.
Think about what you have donated in the past for
food and gifts and consider giving that amount to
our Christmas Basket Program!

Deadline for donations is December 13th
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Connectional

News

...oops. We don't like to be pushy, but if you have not
turned in your pledge card please consider doing so
right away. The finance team is preparing next year's
budget; the more information we have the easier (and
more accurate) that process is. Many thanks.
......oops again!!! We are a little behind in keeping up
with our operational expenses. As of the end of
November we were $3,668.31 in the red.
Our
apportionments are paid through the end of October. So
we could use a little extra help at the end of the year to
pay November and December apportionments and
break even for 2021. It is with a heavy heart that we
bring you this news, but it is a hopeful and grateful
heart that knows this congregation and what it can do.
In the spirit of Christmas, may God Bless us and help us
spread his light and good word.
Your Finance Team!!!
As we approach the end of the year, it is time for you to
turn in all of your in-kind giving receipts. Please be sure
they are turned into the office by December 30th.
Also, all giving dated 2021 will be included in your 2021
giving statement. If it it intended as part of your 2022
giving, please indicate this on your check.

You are a light of the world!
Looking for some good news for a change?
The Oregon-Idaho Conference of the
United Methodist Church is featuring
stories of lay persons and their ministries
on its Facebook page during the season of
Advent. Check their page regularly to read
how persons throughout our area churches
are living as a light of the world.
https://www.facebook.com/UMOrId/
You may also enjoy this Advent message
from Bishop Stanovsky. It is available by
video or as a transcript.
https://greaternw.org/category/blog/

Kurt Symons
January 1

Sharon Bean
January 1

Charlene McKelvey
January 4

Don't forget to check out our
Madras United Methodist
Church website, recently
updated!

Carol Petersen
January 5

Jan Hendriksen
January 16

www.madrasumc.org
Check it out and let us know what
you think. We are always open to
new ideas for the site
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Second
Saturday:
December
11th
Madras Community Food Pantry
Thanksgiving Distribution, 2021
Our Thanksgiving dinner box distribution was a great
success this year!
We distributed to 173 families (561 adults and
children). Twenty three of those
boxes were distributed through the Relief Nursery.
We received 481 lbs. of donated food items and
$4,195.00 in cash donations!
These generous donations came from several different
sources: The United Methodist Church, St. Patricks
Catholic Church, First Baptist Church, and Madras
Christian Church. We were truly blessed by this
ecumenical effort.
We were also supported by Neighbor Impact who
generously provided us with many food items, and by
Grocery Outlet who helped us obtain items not
available through our usual sources.
Our expenses totaled $4,136.06. Every box contained a
14-16 lb turkey and everything else needed for a
complete dinner, including produce, dairy,
condiments, and even napkins.
We spent three days picking up food, assembling
boxes, and distributing, which translated to 144
volunteer hours.
Our parking lot was full by 8:30 am and we started
distributing at 9am. We were done by 11am.
As volunteers, it was a very rewarding experience.
Our faith community should be very proud of this
effort to serve a need in Jefferson County.
THANK YOU to all who donated their time, financial
support, and food items.

Kathleen May, Director, MCFP
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December is just buzzing along! Can you
believe it is almost time for our Second
Saturday project here at church?
This coming Saturday, December 11th is
indeed the second Saturday of the month
and that means time for another project in
the church. We will be gathering at the
church at 9:00 am to tackle our next project.
We have accomplished some great stuff so
far, come out and join as we continue making
our church better and better!!

Invite a Friend
to Worship!
Even in our digital
age, personal invitation
remains one of the
most effective ways to
connect new people to
church. Friends, we have Good News
to share! Advent and Christmas Eve
are the perfect times to invite a friend.
The sanctuary is lovely and our music
team is live.
We participate in the ministries of our
congregation by our prayers, our
presence, our gift, our service, and our
witness! Issuing a personal invitation
to worship is an easy first step in
witnessing to the transforming love of
Jesus Christ.
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Updates From Our COVID Team
Special thanks to persons who serve with me on our local COVID Team: Beth Ann Beamer, Casey
Callan, Kathy May, and Rev. Jill Plant.
In the past couple of months, this team has overseen protocols that have allowed us to resume worship
in the sanctuary, enjoy live soloists, and support the ongoing operation of the Madras Community Food
Pantry in our building. Hallelujah!
Here are some questions that we’ve been asked:
Q. When will our building be open?
A. Friends, our building is open now. It is open with COVID protocols in place. This is not unlike other
institutions such as health care facilities and schools. They are open with
protective measures in place. Our church is open, and we are trying operate in a way that protects the
most vulnerable among us.
Q. What are our protocols and who created them?
A. Our key agreements to keep each other safe are:
~ mask properly,
~ practice physical distancing of 6’ between households (this includes sitting in pews!)
~ stay home if sick.
These protocols were created by our COVID Team and approved by the church board. Thank you for
observing these protocols during worship, at meetings, and any other time you are in the building.
Q. Why are we following stricter protocols than other churches/organizations?
A. There is another local congregation that is still meeting on Zoom rather than in person as a way to
care for its members. More importantly, our protocols are one way we live our values during this
pandemic. John Wesley’s first general rule was “Do no harm.” It is consistent with the way of Christ to
care for others. Paul said it well in Philippians 2:4, “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but
to the interests of others.” Our protocols are rooted in love of neighbor.
Q. When can my group resume its meetings?
A. If your group would like to resume meeting, please contact me. We can work with the COVID team if
you have questions about specific activities.
Q. What metrics are the COVID team using?
A. You are encouraged to visit the website COVID Act Now, https://covidactnow.org/?s=26491553.
This is the data used by the COVID team for decision-making. The Greater NW Epsicopal area also
publishes guidance based on this same data.
Thank you for persevering in caring for each other. To quote Paul one more time, “Let us not become
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Gal. 6:9).
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