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The Madras Messenger

“The Next Faithful Step” 
Greetings Dear Ones, 

Happy New Year! I love this time of the year as we reflect on the 
past year and anticipate the new one.  

While there is much we continue to miss, we have much to 
celebrate:  
We were able to return to our sanctuary for worship and 
anticipate resuming that practice as soon as the current surge 
subsides.  
We enjoyed live music thanks to our faithful and talented music 
team.  
We continue to provide a home and critical support for the Madras Community Food Pantry. 
Many families enjoyed a more cheerful Christmas thanks to the generosity of this congregation. 
There are persons in our community who have the identification needed to work and drive thanks to the ID 
project.  

What would you add to this list? What are you celebrating? 

As we turn our thoughts to 2022, I want to draw on some wisdom from Scott Cormode about leadership during 
uncertain times. He writes that while it is tempting to look to leaders to have a strong vision and a strategic plan, 
what is needed during unsettled times is the ability to help congregations take “the next faithful step.” 
Discerning this step requires clarity of mission, deep listening, and a willingness to grow.  

Friends, we cannot wait for “normal.” We are the church even during, especially during, the time of COVID. Our 
mission remains clear: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. With this in mind, 
what is our next faithful step? How are we being called to live our mission at this time?  (continued on Page 2) 
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January Worship 
As Christians, we have a source of joy that 

transcends our circumstances. Thank God for 
that! This year, more than ever, January is a 

great time to focus on our Joy in Christ.

Join us online by Zoom Sundays at 10 a.m. to 
worship together until we can resume our in-

person services. Worship will be followed by a 
“coffee hour” of sorts as we share what’s going 

on in our lives.

If you need help with Zoom, please call the 
office or Pastor Gigi. We really want to help 

you connect. But if you can’t join us on Zoom, 
look for the video recording which will be 

uploaded on Sunday afternoons.

“The Next Faithful Step” (continued from Page 1) 

I’m a planner by training. It’s tempting to think I know where we need to go and to lay out a plan. But what we 
need now is to listen to each other, our community, and God, and to discern the next faithful step together.   

Please join me on Zoom after worship on January 23 for our first “listening session.” I want to hear what is 
bubbling up for you as we discern our next faithful step in this new year.  

Scott Cormode, “Leaders Help God’s People Take the Next Faithful Step,” Lewis Center for Church Leadership, April 20, 2021.  

Blessings, 
Pastor Gigi

                                  Kurt Symons 
                   January 1 

        Sharon Bean 
            January 1 

    Charlene McKelvey 
             January 4 

                  Carol Petersen 
                       January 5 

          Jan Hendriksen 
               January 16

Church Board Meeting 
Our first quarter Church Board meeting will 
be held on Zoom after worship on February 

6th.Also, don't forget End of Year Reports are 
due January 31st.
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Community Care
The Warming Shelter is looking for winter 
coats. We have some nice coats that have 
been left at the church and just need to be 
cleaned. If you can help launder what we 

have or have coats to donate then give 
Chris a shout in the church office.

541-475-2150

MUMC in the 
Community 

We will be providing dinner 
for the warming shelter the 
second week in February for 
10-12 people. If you can help 
supplement the meals by 
providing cookies, crackers, 
rolls, ice cream, a cake, or 
dessert of some kind, that 

would be very helpful. Contact Pat Hastings to 
confirm or if you have any questions..

Mission Updates 

During the month of December, your 
generosity supported: 

- Christmas Baskets for families referred  
by DHS. 

- Our Christmas Eve offering raised $2272.00, 
that will be sent to UMCOR's Disaster Relief

Through what has been a 
difficult year, to say the least, we 
want to thank our finance team, 
Pat Hastings, Barb McGowan, 
Nancy Jolstead, Melanie Carroll, 
and Connie Howland for their 
hard work and dedication to our 
church. In addition to each of 
you who have pledge financially 
and/or given of your time, 
thank you! You are all the very 
heart of our church! Thanks to 
all for all you do!



Madras United Methodist Church January, 2022

January 2022, Madras Messenger �4

Prayers:  Please Pray Regularly for: 
   •The medical community as they deal with yet      

another onslaught of COVID. 
•The health and safety of the vast network of workers 
who provide critical goods and services to our 
communities.   
•The mission and ministries of Madras UMC.                 

COVID Team Update 
Our local COVID team continues 
to monitor conditions closely. 
Thanks for your understanding as 
we made the decision to move 
worship online during this surge. 
Once our community is out of the 
serve risk category, We look 
forward to resuming in-person 
worship. 
At right is a snapshot from the 
COVID Act Now website for 
Jefferson County on January 12. As 
you can see, our local cases far 
exceed anything we've experienced 
thus far during the pandemic.

Connectional News
From the Cascadia District News...

Lay Leadership Training
Saturday, February 26, 2022

- Zoom -

Laity serving on local 
church committees, are 
encouraged to save the date 
for a Greater Northwest 
Area-wide training on 
Saturday, February 26, 2022
The two hour training will 
be offered online starting at 

9 am AKT (10 am PT, 11 am MT) by district 
superintendents and staff of the Alaska, 
Oregon-Idaho, and Pacific Northwest 
Conferences.
Those new to their roles or to leadership of 
committees are strongly encouraged to 
attend. Translation will be offered in Spanish 
and Korean.
Save the date and watch for more 
information. 

Congregational Care 

The winter months after Christmas can be lonely, and 
thats especially true as the pandemic continues. We are 
looking for additional persons to send cards or make 
phone calls on behalf of the church. A few moments of 
your time can really brighten someone's day. Guys, you 
can do this too!

Also if you know of someone who could use some extra 
care, please drop us a message in the office.
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