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Pastor's August Message
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.
Psalm 106:1

One of my favorite family photographs was taken in the
front yard of my grandparent’s home in North Carolina.
It was taken at a small family reunion – the first time the
whole family gathered to welcome the first two greatgrandchildren. It was a hot summer day, and we shared
an outdoor meal around a long makeshift table under
the pecan tree in the backyard. It was a time to share
stories from the past and hope for the future. As the
afternoon was winding down, someone suggested taking
a group photograph. I cherish that photo as it is the only
one that captures all the generations together.

Our church has its own “generations” and accompanying
stories. I enjoy looking at the photos in the glass case in
the narthex (lobby). Think about the excitement of those
early founding members who chartered a new congregation in 1903. A plaque on the wall
commemorates the construction of the first church building “with great faith but little
resources” in 1908. There must be stories connected with the first female pastor, Rev. Mrs. Ed
Carlson, who served our congregation during WWII. (Wouldn’t it be nice to know her first
name?) Then there is the generation who had the bold vision to move up the hill to our present
location; their photo, taken in front of the church on D Street shortly before the move, is in the
library. God has been faithful throughout the history of this congregation.
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Dear reader, with God’s help, it is time to
write the next chapter of our church history.
It is time to draw on the legacy of faith,
vision, and tenacity that was bequeathed to
us by earlier generations who were
undeterred by a lack of financial resources,
the 1918 pandemic, and two world wars. The
need today is not so much a “return to
normal” as it is a relaunch of church to
embrace the 21st century. Now it is our turn
to boldly step forward in faith. What will we
carry with us from the past? What must we
create anew with God's help? How will we
bless future generations? (continued on page 2)
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(Continued)

There is no easy roadmap for the future of the church. Fortunately, there is prayer and
discernment, listening and experimenting, failing and learning. You have a role to play because
you are part of the body of Christ. We need you to be fully present to the life of our faith
community so we can grow into the future together. We intentionally don’t have many extra
events planned for August. Please take this month for rest and renewal because it’s all-handson-deck in September.
God is good, and God’s steadfast love endures forever.

Pastor Gigi

Suttle Lake
100 Years
Celebration
In-person Worship - 9:30 in the sanctuary
* August 7 worship will be outdoors
Zoom Worship is moving to Wednesdays at 12:30
pm for the month of August. This gathering is
grounded in scripture, discussion, and prayer. See
weekly announcements for link or email the office.

Join us at The UMC
Suttle Lake Camp
on Sunday,
September 4.
There will be
displays of each decade of the
camp to view, a shared lunch,
and then worship. More details
including speci c times and
cost will be coming soon!

Attention Parents! New Worship Experience
Coming Soon! HANDS ON WORSHIP
On Sunday, September 11, Rev. Jill Plant will be leading a hands on worship
experience during the 9:30 am worship service for our younger worshipers. This
will be a monthly experience to embody the scriptures and teachings of Jesus.
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Rev. Jill Plant's New Appointment
Rev. Jill Plant has an
exciting new appointment
to the Central Oregon
Connectional Ministries
Project. She will not be
returning to her teaching
appointment at Warm
Springs, but she will
continue in her role as
music director for our
church. In addition she will
lead worship at John Day
UMC roughly once a month. She will also connect
with Bend UMC, Story Dwelling (a new church
plant in Bend) and Suttle Lake Camp to explore
opportunities for shared ministry. Jill will use her
knowledge and love of music to find ways to
strengthen the connections between all these
congregations and organizations.
Please note that Rev. Jill will be on renewal leave
from July 29 - August 28. Clergy in the UMC are
encouraged to take renewal leave every four years
and this is year eight for Jill. This renewal time will
allow her to recharge after her years of teaching
and to transition to her new role. Please pray that
her leave will truly be a time of rest and renewal.

$$$$$$ Finances $$$$$$
Thank you for your faithful
stewardship. Mid-year giving
statements were sent out a couple of
weeks ago. You should have received
yours in the mail.
Total income for Jan - June $75,002
Total expenses for Jan - June $77,104
- $2,102
We a r e a m o n t h b e h i n d o n o u r
apportioned giving which adds an
additional $1800 to our de cit.

CHOIR IS BACK!!
Choir will be singing
again on Wednesdays
from 7:00-8:00 pm
beginning September
14. All are invited and
welcome to join
together to make a
joyful noise to the Lord! We will be
putting notebooks of music together and
also ordering Singers' Masks in case we
need to wear them to keep each other safe.
Please let Chris Jones know in the church
office if you are wanting to participate so
we can get everything ready for you!
541-475-2150 or admin@madrasumc.org.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Our church board is exploring an opportunity to host MountainStar Family Relief
Nursery in our building. We will bring this before the congregation when there is a
detailed proposal to consider. An important next step in the process is a meeting
with city planners to discuss whether the parking lot can handle the combined
food pantry and relief nursery tra c.
If you have questions or thoughts, please reach out to our task force: Steve Evers,
Beth Ann Beamer, and Pat Hastings.
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UMC Connectional News
You are familiar with the excellent work of UMCOR in disaster
relief, but did you know our Oregon Idaho Conference has its own
disaster response for local crises? Hermiston UMC is one of the
churches that stores disaster relief kits, and they have invited our
congregation to help replenish their supply. We could assemble
kits one Sunday after worship. All we need are a couple of fearless
leaders to help organize. Interested? Contact Pastor Gigi
Here's the link to the conference website for more information..
https://www.umoi.org/newsdetail/disaster-kits-in-short-supply-across-oregon-idahoconference-16584893

VBS Music Camp!!

Prayers: Please Pray Regularly For:
•E orts to ensure our planet is livable in
the future.
•Persons in our community impacted by
extreme heat.
•The ministries of Madras Community
Food Pantry and MountainStar Family
Relief Nursery.
•The mission and ministry of Madras
UMC.

Thank you to all who helped make our VBS Music
Camp this summer such a success. A special thank you
to Rev. Jill Plant for all of her planning and hard work
before, during and after the camp!

Madras UMC ID Clinic News
Our ID Clinic is an important
ministry that is used by many people
in the community for help with
getting ID's, driver's licenses, birth
certificates, and various other forms
of identification. The ID Clinic will
pay up to half of the cost of the ID
needed and this is helping people in our community
greatly! However, currently we are running a bit low on
funds and could us your help in keeping this important
ministry alive. If you can help please just drop off your
donation at the church office, and thank you in advance
for helping out!

.
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